
nucleusnetwork.com

1. Will I be injected with Coronavirus?

No. We do not expose anyone to Coronavirus in 
this trial and it is not used in the manufacture of 
this vaccine. The vaccine itself contains a protein 
that closely resembles something on the surface 
of the virus; this is manufactured in the lab and 
not made from a live virus. 

2. Will I get symptoms from this vaccine trial?

For any drug or vaccine to proceed to human 
trial stage, we have to be completely confident 
with the safety profile of the product, taking into 
consideration the vaccine type and extensive 
studies carried out in the lab and animals—this 
is certainly the case with this vaccine. 

All investigational vaccines (and in fact licenced 
vaccines) carry a very small risk of side effects, 
most commonly very mild symptoms like mild pain 

at the injection site.  During screening, volunteers 
have a dedicated one-on-one session with a 
doctor to discuss concerns like these and, while 
on trial, all participants are closely monitored. 

If, at any point, we are not completely confident 
with the safety profile of the vaccine we do not 
proceed with the study in people.

3. What happens to my overall immunity?

There is no impact on your overall immunity from 
participating in this trial. It is hoped that this 
vaccine will result in an immune response that 
will protect from exposure to the virus causing 
COVID-19, however this still needs to be proven. 
In addition, some people in the trial will receive a 
placebo (sterile salt water), therefore if the trial is 
successful you cannot assume protection from 
the virus as a result of participation in the trial.
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4. Will participation prevent me from getting 
COVID-19?

The goal of clinical trials is to prove the vaccine 
will give people protection from COVID-19: this 
has not yet been proven. To make sure we can 
properly assess the vaccine’s safety and how 
well it works, some people in the trial may receive 
a placebo which means we cannot promise 
protection from the virus from participating in 
the trial. Once the vaccine has been through all 
of the three clinical trial phases we hope that it 
actually does do this.

5. Will my family or friends be impacted by my 
participation in this trial? Can I still visit them?

It is safe to continue to visit family and friends, within 
the general social distancing recommendations, as 
participants will not be exposed to the COVID-19 
virus in any way.

6. Are there any long-term effects on my health 
from participating?

We do not anticipate any long-term health effects 
from participating.

7. Is the clinic COVID-19 safe?

Yes, it is safe to visit the clinic. We have implemented 
extensive safety measures in all our clinics to ensure 
compliance with COVID-19 guidelines and the 
protection of participants and staff; these include 
focus on hand hygiene, screening and masks.

These FAQs have been prepared by Assoc. Prof. 
Paul Griffin, Infectious Diseases Expert at Nucleus 
Network, and one of Australia’s leading vaccine 
investigators and specialists.

Assoc. Prof. Paul Griffin is the Medical Director at 
Nucleus Network’s Brisbane site; where he has over-
seen more than 100 clinical trials, predominantly in 
Infectious Diseases. He is the Director of Infectious 
Diseases at Mater Health Services in Brisbane and 
Conjoint Associate Professor at the University of 
Queensland School of Medicine and Affiliate Asso-
ciate Professor Mater Research Institute. He has 
fellowships in Infectious Diseases from the Royal 
Australasian College of Physicians, in Clinical Micro-
biology from the Royal College of Pathologists of 
Australasia and from the Australasian College of 
Tropical Medicine.
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